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Early Harmony

The Dinning family sang. And
there were plenty of them,
with 9 siblings: Don, Vern
(called Ace), Wade, Marvis,
Lou {Lucille), twins Jean
(Eugenia) and Ginger (Virginia),
Dolores (called Tootsie) and
Mark. (Mark later recorded
the # hit song Teen Angel,
that Jean wrote. Maore about
the siblings later.) Just ane
brother stayed out of music
and became a real estate
broker and businessman,
That's how it started.
Harmony came naturally.
They sang in church. Dad
sang. Mom played the organ.
Every Sunday after church,
the family would continue
singing gospel songs for fun.
Oklahoma was home turf.

When material grew scanty,
grandfather sent to Scotland
for songbooks, Interestingly,
he taught the church congre-
gation how to read music but
didn’t force the Dinning

Entertainment covergirls, 1945

Sisters to learn, who used just
their ears fo attain the close-
knit harmonies they became
famous for. Maybe their
grandfather didn't want to
mess with a good thing that
was already going when they
Were as young as 5.

Professional
Beginnings

The Dinning Sisters consists
of twins Jean and Ginger and
sister Lou up to 1946, when
Lou left, got married and
embarked on a solo career.
Jayne Bundesen (see photo)
then stepped seamlessly into
Lou's alto role, Three years
later, tired of travel rigors,
Jayne returned to Chicago to
raise a family, The Dinnings
then recruited younger sibling
Tootsie (see photo), who
remained until ‘52,

Professional singing was planted
in the sisters’ minds initially
thanks to brother Wade, Wade
and another brother, Ace, had
their own orchestras at this
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As for the Music

The first two selections in this collection
come from the Dinning Sisters’ initial
recording session on December 10, 1943, The
driving beat of Brazil demonstrates one of
many Latin-oriented numbers hitting pop
charts in the mid-'40s. It was tailor-made for
the girls, anything but a run-of-the-mill cover.
Sentimental Gentleman from Georgia
edges the Dinnings north, Where Or When,
one of Rodgers and Hart’s wondrous
marriages of music and lyrics, is here given

a truly great performance.

Once in a While and The Way You Look
Tonight are pop classics from the ‘30s, while
Gordon Jenkins' Homesick — Thats All is one
of the Dinnings’ lost and now recovered gems.
Love Letters is a poignant testament to the
mood of the war years,

Postwar years brought happier times and
Love on a Greyhound Bus, Wave to Me My
Lady and Do You Love Me reflect peacetime
exuberance. San Antonio Rose plants the
Dinning Sisters back in their Country-Western
roots, as does My Adobe Hacienda, notable
for being their first chart hit.

IfI Had My Life to Live Over and | Wonder
Who's Kissing Her Now illustrate natural
harmony that tugs at the heartstrings of
nostalgia-lovers, while He Like It! She Like ft!
provides a touch of novelty. The Dinning
Sisters were indeed versatile.

No collection would be complete without

some previously unreleased treasures, Seeing

the light of day for the first time in this issue

are Santa Catalina (Island of Romance) and
cho Said No.

And Mimi was a popular tune of the day,
successfully covered many times, The happy
Fun and Fancy Free spun on its flip side.
Beg Your Pardon and Buttons and Bows
were the final chart hits for the Dinnings,
peaking at #12 and #5, respectively. The last
four tracks in this set, The Kissing Song. Very
Good Advice, Oklahoma Hills and | Don't
Stand a Ghost of a Chance, were recorded
in 1951, near the end of the Dinning Sisters’
trio careers.

Clear enunciation, phrasing and delivery, seam-
less harmony and nice dashes of personality
were the Dinning Sisters’ trademarks. This

new package offers these welcome traits

in abundance.
— Robert W. Rice, 1997

time. The young Dinning Sisters Hi-a,

(age B or 9) started to win amateur Tootsie,
contests, garnering money and far I ight,
prizes. Once, they won a set of froyrrf?é o
dishes that broke on the way home, Ginger :
a disappointment for the Jean @ el
Depression-era large family, who dashing
could have used the new plates, husbands
At age 10, the girls went ta California Harry
to try their luck in movies but the L::I;e
trip was premature, Other girl groups IESR
like the Moss Sisters and the Boswell Mack
Sisters were gaining popularity — in

this was before the rise of the 1948

Andrews Sisters — and people
around the Dinning Sisters thought
they might join the trend. But the
girls encountered mostly shysters
this trip and went back to

Wichita to refine their act.

Ace Dinning & His Orchestra

had been away on a cruise ship.
When he came home, he was
pleased to hear his sisters
sounding like professional singers.
He invited them to sing with his
hit band in Pearia, lllinois, in an
atmosphere deemed clean and
safe for the very young girls. They

sang with him for a summer

at a country cluband gained
experience.
After that, they secured a
Jayne daily radio singing contract in
B“E;‘ﬁj“?”- Enid, Oklzhoma. They would
A get out of school at noon,
center, . S
flanked by drive and do their radio show
Jean, left on KCRC for 15 minutes, eat
and Ginger, lunchonthe go and return to
right school for the afternoon,

Ginger remembers the little
red house with a tall antenna
that was the radio station,
The group’s salary was 59
weekly for the three singers.

Armed with their success in
brother Ace’s band, Wade
suggested the girls audition
for CBS and NBC radio. They
agreed and climbed into a




big, lurching, dark green LaSalle and drove to
Chicago, The Dinnings arrived too late for the
CBS audition but made it in time for NBC tryouts
in the Merchandise Mart building, Alarmed at
being told they needed sheet music for the piano
accompanist, Ace, who had tagged along, wrote
the music out by hand and blew the ink dry as
they ran to meet their slot, For their

audition, the Dinning Sisters sang

Way Back Home and 7

St. Louis Blues.

Climbing Up
Producer George
Voutsas at NBC !
radio loved the girls ™% 4
audition and rushed to éq_gﬂi
greet them. This was the

start of something bigger
professionally. Voutsas was a
knowledgeable producer, who also
worked with the civic opera. He told the
Dinning Sisters to come back for a “house

U

hearing," which was difficult for the Dinnings with
sisters

because they didn't have much money, a place

to stay or a way to easily get back to Chicago.
Nevertheless, they secured a tiny old apartment
with fresh bedbugs and succeeded in passing their
house test. NBC had to find a time slot, though,
and told the Dinning Sisters to go to the Woods
Building and find a backer,

The first backers wanted 10-year contracts and 50%
of earnings, which the thrilled girls almost agreed
to, had not Wade declined. Briefly, WLS radio,
known for gospel, country and pop music, aired the
Dinning Sisters until NBC proffered a 4:45 pm daily
spot called The Dinning Sisters’ Blue Ribbon
Express. They stayed on staff with NBC for 7 years,
were treated wonderfully, did theater
as well at places like the Latin
Quarter and the Chicago
Theater and guested on
L N shows, including Don
%  McNeil's Breakfast

Club, Gary
Moore’s Club
Matinee, the

Bowman Musical
Milkwagon, the Kate Smith
Hour, Perry Coma's Chesterfield
Supper Club and more,

Having Arrived
At one time, the Dinning Sisters were the
highest-paid radio act in Chicago.

They signed a 7-year contract with Johnny Mercer’s

then-fledgling Capitol records and did well. Their
first Capitol release was titled simply Songs by the
Dinning Sisters. This first record was the top-selling
albumn in the country for 18 weeks and was on best-
selling lists for 45 weeks, an unheard-of length of
time then,

Jack Fascinato was an arranger for the sisters in
1941 and *42, whom they credit with helping to
refine their musical phrasing. During the war, a
shortage of wax got in the way of spinning off
singles from some of the hit albums. Buttons
and Bows sold over a million copies, however, a
very high number at the time and even today.

They worked on Saturday night's National Barn
Dance radio program, a break that increased
their popularity and went back to California to
make a number of musical Western-style movies,
two with Disney as singing flowers, as well as
backing Dinah Shore. They appeared in the film
Strictly in the Groove with Ozzie Nelson's
orchestra. Besides Disney, they worked for
Paramount, Columbia and Universal. They
headlined at the Trocadero, entertained the
troops at the Hollywood Canteen and spent one
radio season with Spike Jones’ Spotlite Revue.

Families and Lives Grow

After about a 10-year stint and over 70 sides for
Capitol, the Dinning Sisters’ lives moved on. They
got married and had families that demanded and
were gladly given primary attention. They moved
to different locations and the group dispersed.

Jean, Ginger and Lou loved singing as the Dinning
Sisters and music continues to play a big role in
their lives. After the Dinning Sisters disbanded,
Jean wrote some hit songs, including the afore-
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mentioned Teen Angel that brother Mark
performed. Lou followed with a successful solo
career. Tootsie sang on the hit TV show Hee Haw
with the Nashville Edition for 25 years, Ginger
still sings today with a barbershop quartet in her
town in New Jersey and loves harmony as much
as ever. The sisters stay in regular touch.

Family members carry on the professional
musical tradition too, including Ginger's sons
Kevin Lutke, a dazzling jazz guitarist and
composer with current CDs, Steven Lutke,
who plays jumping banjo on WABC radio’s
Lione! Show and Wade's son Dean Dinning,
bass player for Toad the Wet Sprocket, an
alternative rock band climbing current charts.

We hope you enjoy this reissue of the Dinning
Sisters’ music as much as their first audiences
did. The sisters are very happy to share the
music they love so much with new and old
audiences alike. Great music lives and can be
enjoyed forever.

— Kate Ulanov — from an interview with
Ginger (Dinning) Lutke — August, 1997



